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8:00 A.M. Sat. (Polish)

CONFESSIONS Saturday 3:30P.M. - 4:15 P.M.
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The Catholic Community of Bri/eréurﬂ

The prophetic writings we hear in todays scriptures call
us to rejoice and celebrate the goodness of God.
Zephaniah, Isaiah, Saint Paul, and John the Baptist in
Lukes Gospel all follow the rich tradition of the Biblical
prophets, a tradition that reaches full expression in Jesus.
The prophets warn that human failings have truly
disastrous consequences. All are summoned to repent,
and to change their lives. Today we hear the Good News
that Gods gracious love exceeds and overcomes all
human corruption. God has not given up on us. Indeed,
God keeps pursuing us, and eagerly seeks to reconcile
with us. Gods initiative to set the world aright culminates
with Jesus, whose coming John the Baptist announces.
Johns prophetic message summons us to join in Gods
reconciling work, by living generously and justly in our
daily lives. As we rejoice in Gods grace, we then extend
this grace to all.

GODS JOY, OUR JOY

Zephaniahs description of God in todays first reading is
quite striking. It is remarkable that after most of the book
of Zephaniah paints a dark picture of Gods judgment on
the Day of the Lord, we see God singing with joy,
partying and celebrating, bursting with love for the
Chosen People. Such is Gods delight in us human
beings.

In the scriptures, there seem to be two kinds of moments
when God is especially delighted. First, during creation,
when God creates something beautiful: not only the
whole universe, but also individual human persons, made
in Gods image. Second, after times of separation, when
God celebrates the restoration of intimacy with Gods
beloved.

As Paul writes to the Church in Philippi, those on the
path of faith might somehow get swept up in Gods joy.
Because in Christ and through the Holy Spirit, God
continually speaks and listens to those in united in faith.
We participate in Gods delight in creation when we are
creative ourselves, when we add to the worlds beauty.
We also participate when we join in the work of
reconciliation and act to heal human divisions and
restore relationships.
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