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The readings this Sunday seem to focus on
generosity. The prophet Elijah asks an
impoverished widow, who has almost nothing, to
be generous. And she is. The letter to the Hebrews
states that Jesus' offering of himself is an act of
giving so substantial that it does not have to be
repeated. In the Gospel a widow gives of her
substance, in contrast to the rich who give a lot
from their abundance but who have a lot more to
give. The first reading hints that these scriptures are
not only about giving. They are also about fear.
Elijah tells the widow, "Do not be afraid" to give
your all. The depth of generosity that God asks of
us is only possible if we let go of our fear.

GIVE EVERYTHING

In First Kings, Elijah meets a widow and
immediately makes a request that she promptly
fulfills; then he makes another that she resists. His
response is not to chastise her lack of charity but
instead he says, as Jesus will say repeatedly say in
the Gospels, "Do not be afraid." He recognizes that
it is not lack of charity that prevents her from
giving him a little food, it is fear, fear that she will
not have enough for her son and herself given their
dire straits. Elijah looks beyond the obvious. He
asks something of her and then gives back to her,
from God's abundance, something even greater. The
same is true in Hebrews. Christ offers himself, not
as the priest does with a life not his own, but as the
genuine Son of God. Again in the Gospel, the
substantive generosity of the impoverished widow
is contrasted with the apparent generosity of the
wealthy. The wealthy are found lacking.
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